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____Solons Begin Abdicating Historic Fiscal Controls

By ALPHONZO BELL of legislative power in this Johnson took office. Part of|of jurisdiction but with nojown, Since a thorou

Congressman, 28th District l.ren. the fault lies within Congress|comprehensive view of the|is needed to evaluate the1/\pproprg.g10n, subcommit

Congress, seems slowly to| Today, President Johnson|and is inherent in the fiscal budget, advise upon adoption |COMmPlex budget, the House is tees, each has developed an
be abdicating to the execu:|can present a budget to Con-|apparatus of both Houses.|of various programs and au-|®VeN more apt to accept com-|exclusive area of expertise.
tive branch its constitutional|gress that is virtually a man-|The dual authorization and thorize agency expenditures, |Mittee recommendations, Just as many Represemauve:‘
control of federal funds.|date, He can mak. it clear he appropriation processes in| The House almost always Nty B acquiesce to the decisions of |
Early in our history, Con-|will tolerate few changes by|the House of Representatives|accepts recommendations of| AN INCIDENTAL irony is|financially-oriented col- y
gress was able to fulfill its|Congress. Recently blame for|typify many inefficient con-|its legislative committees. A that sometimes the Appro-leagues, so the full Appropri-|drastically reduced or com.
| |Tole in the check-and-balance this situation has been as-|gressional procedures for separate Appropriations Com-|priations Committee mem./ations Committee generally|pletely rejected, Partially at
system by maintaining its au-{signed to an exceptionally dealing with monetary mat-|mittee, however, controls the|bers may lack an overall|accepts the actions of its sub-|fault here is lack of liaison
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to public welfare, and sym.
bolic of what ails Congresa,
the resulting situation might
be laughable. On one hand,
when expenditure appears in
[the guise of legislation, Con.
gress approves a program,
When the time comes actual-
ly to grant funds, an expendi.
ture which had earlier been

gh review is parceled out to powerful
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thority over government ex-|strong anq dominating Presi-|ters. Legislative committees, \purse strings and almost si-|view of expenditures and|committees, between substantive legisla. Cor
penditure. But time has wit-|dent. But the trend was be-jeach with definite knowledge multaneously holds aomewhn'lhelr impact on the nation's| If it were not wasteful of [tive committees and the Ap- hel
nessed gradual deterjoration'gun well before. Presidentiof what is needed in its area|duplicative hearings of its'economy. Because the budget'hours of study, detrimental'propriations Committee, are
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